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these three trains. He said that -such restriction would not continue for
long. A recent case that has a bearing on this subject deserves notice,
A Coloured man was travelling in a second-class carriage with a white
woman sitting beside him. Mr. Bowcker, a white, noticed this, and his
blood boiled at the sight. He asked the Coloured man to vacate
his seat, but the latter merely produced his ticket. But Mr. Bowcker
was not satisfied and spoke to the guard who refused to intervene.
Mr. Bowcker thereupon brought other white passengers to the carriage and
threatened to evict the Coloured man. The helpless guard was forced to
throw him out. It is not here possible to apportion blame to any official.
Such difficulties are bound to occur as long as the whites continue to
behave excitedly over this question.
The following is a translation of what another white writes in The
Transvaal Leader under the title "Coolie Traveller".
Mr. Bowcker deserves the gratitude of the whites for what he has written
about the Coloured man. Some time ago5 I was travelling from Potchefstroom
to Park. There were also two 'coolies' in the train. It is true that they
were in another compartment; but that does not lessen the evil. For a white
will have to sit in that compartment after they leave. Moreover, the two
'coolies' wiped their hands with the towels kept there. The same would have
to be used by the white also. And I am sure no decent white would want to
use the cup or the towel used by a 'coolie3. Surely, it behoves the Railway
authorities to show some consideration for the public.
One comes across such correspondents in many papers. The only
thing Indians could do on such occasions is to be patient.
MR. RITCH AND MESSRS GEORGE AND JAMES GODFREY
Cablegrams received by the local Press say that Mr. Ritch has passed
his examination in England; and so have Messrs George and James
Godfrey. The two brothers will shortly return, having qualified as Bar-
risters.
THE CONDITION OF THE CHINESE
The Imperial Government is pressing for early publication of notices
for the repatriation of the Chinese mine-workers at Government cost,
if the latter find this work distasteful. The mine-owners, on the other
hand, say that they will not put up the notices in their compounds. A
serious dispute is likely to arise if the mine-owners decide to flout the
Government.
THE TRAM CASE
The tram test case is not over yet. The case of Mr. Coovadia will
be heard again before the Magistrate. The Crown Counsel had the
hearing fixed for Saturday, the 12th.
THE CONSTITUTION COMMITTEE
The Commission headed by Sir Joseph West Ridgeway has arrived
in the Transvaal. It is at present sitting in Pretoria. The British Indian